
Books, Films and Plays
For each of the sentences below, circle the words/phrases which could be used to fill in the gaps. 
Then suggest how you would use the words/phrases you have not circled.

1. It is definitely one of the most ________________ ghost stories I have ever read.
◦ compelling
◦ humourless
◦ chilling 
◦ spine-tingling
◦ entertaining

2. Most critics agree that this play is _________________ .
◦ underrated
◦ well-received
◦ slow-mowing
◦ depressing
◦ hilarious

3. When listening to this CD, one of the things that instantly grabs your attention is the 
___________ music.
◦ moving 
◦ rousing
◦ stirring
◦ haunting
◦ unimaginative

4. If you get the chance, go; you are unlikely to see a more _________________ film this year.
◦ thought-provoking
◦ overcomplicated
◦ spectacular
◦ marvellous
◦ action-packed

character(s) shallow, unconvincing, likeable, convincing, 
believable

plot overcomplicated, predictable, plausible, 
absorbing, gripping, riveting, suspense-filled

special effects cheap. laughable, stunning, staggering, 
astounding

photography poor, amateurish, breathtaking, incredible, 
impressive

acting/performance wooden, appalling, natural, powerful, 
spectacular

writing/script contrived, confusing, realistic, thought-
provoking, compelling, boring, mundane

Adverbs to add emphasis:
incredibly, extremely, exceptionally, absolutely, totally, completely, entirely, particularly, 
remarkably






